
 
 

Tuesday, 5th July 2022 
 
MASTERCLASS 
 
MC1 Ta-TME: Transanal total mesorectal excision for rectal cancer  
Course director: Michel Adamina (Switzerland)  
Location: ICE, room S3-2 
09.30 - 16.30 hrs 
 
09:30 - 10:00  Registration and welcome coffee  
10:00 - 10:05  Course outline & objectives - Michel Adamina (Switzerland) 
10:05 - 10:20  An overview of rectal cancer surgery; current evidence - Georgios Peros (Switzerland) 
10:20 - 10:40  Rationale, indications, and benefits of ta-TME - Michel Adamina (Switzerland)  
10:40 - 11:00  The perfect operation: operative room setup, devices, and instruments -  
   Frédéric Ris (Switzerland) 
11:00 - 11:20  The perfect operation: surgical technique step by step - Marta Penna (UK) 
11:20 - 11:40  The less than perfect operation: pitfalls and complications -  
   Jurriaan Tuynman (The Netherlands) 
11:40 - 12:00  Discussion - all faculty 
 
12:00 - 13:10  Lunch break  
 
13:10 - 13:30  Pelvic anatomy revisited / pelvic nerve preservation - Isacco Montroni (Italy) 
13:30 - 13:50  Beyond cancer: other indications for the transanal approach -  
   Roel Hompes (The Netherlands) 
13:50 - 14:50  Unedited videos - all faculty  
14:50 - 15:10  Introducing ta-TME at home: advice and tricks of the trade - tba 
15:10 - 15:30  Discussion 
 
15:30 - 16:00  Coffee break  
 
16:00 - 16:10  Practical course and post course mentoring programme- Michel Adamina (Switzerland) 
16:10 - 16:20  Discussion - all faculty  
16:20 - 16:30  Course evaluation  
16:30   Closure 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
At the conclusion of this course, participants should be able to: 
 

• Understand the surgical indications and limits of performing a transanal total mesorectal excision for rectal 
cancer 

• Recall the operative room set up and patient positioning, the recommended instruments and 
surgical devices 

• Recognise the anatomical landmarks of pelvic surgery and describe the key surgical steps of a 
transanal total mesorectal excision for cancer 

• Know the most common technical pitfalls and how to troubleshoot them 

• Know the common surgical complications, how to avoid them and how to deal with them 

• Describe the requirements to start a transanal total mesorectal excision programme at their institution 

• Be optimally prepared to participate to a practical ta-TME cadaver course and attend a mentoring programme 
 


